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April 19, 2018 

 
 
Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P. 

Parliamentary Opposition Chief Whip 

Office of the Leader of the Opposition 

304 Church Street  

Queenstown 

Georgetown 

Republic of Guyana 

 

 

Dear Ms. Gail Teixiera, M.P., 

 

RE: Reply to Invitation to Participate in Anti-Corruption Awareness Campaign “Corruption is 

Everybody’s Business” 

 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter dated Monday April 16, 2018 in reply to mine sent to the Leader 

of the Opposition, Honourable Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo MP. This was received yesterday morning 

(Wednesday, April 18, 2018), after reading excerpts of the same in that day’s edition of the Guyana 

Times. 

 

I wish to thank you for your detailed response to SARA’s invitation to participate in the Anti-

Corruption Awareness Campaign entitled “Corruption is Everybody’s Business”. As stated, this is the 

theme of SARA’s initiatives in the Anti-Corruption Awareness Campaign based on its mandate to 

recover stolen and misappropriated State assets, in and outside of Guyana 

 

Kindly thank the Leader of the Opposition for his support of SARA’s Parliamentary mandate. This 

indeed resulted from his own signature assenting to Guyana becoming a signatory to the United Nations 

Convention on Corruption (UNCAC) in 2008. Little, if anything, institutionally was done between 

2008 and the mid 2010s to ensure “corruption is everybody’s business” until the SARA Act of April 

4, 2017, just over a year ago. This took place in spite of numerous annual reports over the last decade 

made by local, as well as external bodies like the United Nations Drugs and Crime Office, the US State 

Department in its “International Narcotics Control Strategy Report” and annual Transparency 

International reports. These have depicted Guyana as one of the most corrupt nations in the world. This 

makes for perhaps, the unintended mockery of  the comment in your letter that referenced a PPP/C 

Press Release of April 14, 2018, which claims the “APNU-AFC government can easily be classified 

as the most corrupt Government in the post-independent English speaking Caribbean”! Documents 

received from external Law Enforcement Agencies such as Interpol, Homeland Security and CFATF 
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have shown the massive scale of corruption and money laundering during the late 2000s to the mid 

2010s. 

 

SARA is therefore, heartened by the knowledge that the Leader of the Opposition is supportive of 

efforts that will as you declare: “strengthen the state’s institutional, legal and procedural framework 

for fighting corruption in keeping with the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, the UN 

Convention Against Corruption and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. We are 

therefore greatly disappointed that, in light of this, the Leader of the Opposition is unwilling to 

participate in our “symbolic walk” with members of the diplomatic community, religious leaders, the 

private sector and several civil society organisations whom have agreed to support the March as 

symbolic of the fight against corruption and adherence to the international conventions mentioned 

above.  

 

I also acknowledge receipt of the complaints in your letter. Several of them have been reported in the 

media, but contrary to popular political belief, SARA does not and cannot initiate investigations 

without first receiving a complaint such as yours, in keeping with international best practices processes 

designed to ensure transparency, fairness and legal appropriateness.  For example, SARA has seen 

numerous newspapers reports about a Permanent Secretary under your government who had 

$20 plus billion passing through his bank accounts. SARA has not investigated him because it is 

a criminal case.  

 

SARA as you are aware is often purposefully confused with SOCU. Our Agency, as you are also aware, 

is governed by the SARA Act of 2017 and SOCU is governed by the AML/CFT Act of 2009. SARA 

does not and cannot pursue criminal cases or put individuals in jail. This is the purview of SOCU, the 

DPP, and the Guyana Police Force. SARA’s mandate is to recover State assets through civil recovery 

and not through criminal recovery. In many cases, some of which are mentioned in your letter, SARA 

has to await criminal proceedings which take precedence, before engaging in civil recovery, making 

the life cycle of civil recovery delayed.  

 

As I am sure you are aware, SARA is also not allowed to pursue “unexplained wealth” this is the 

purview of other law enforcement groups. 

 

In closing, I would like to remind the Leader of the opposition that SARA is an Independent 

autonomous Agency established by Parliamentary Act. He can rest assured, the Bill that was passed in 

Parliament was developed with the help of experienced international experts including the UNStAR 

Initiative which is comprised of both the United Nations Office of Crime and Drugs (UNODC) and 

the World Bank. In addition, the constitutionality of the powers provided to the Head of SARA was 

widely reviewed by the United Nations, international and domestic legal scholars, retired judges, 

international organizations and anti-corruption agencies around the world. 

 

Yes, indeed “corruption is everyone’s business “and by that we mean, the “prevention of corruption” 

is everyone’s business. The Guyanese and international public know the facts about corruption over 

the decades as these are recorded in various annuals, reports and documents. Local realities reveal 

massive unexplained wealth, roads that crumble after a few months and systemic evasion of taxes.  

 

SARA looks forward to reducing and eliminating corruption through public awareness efforts such as 

the first ever “symbolic walk”. There will be many other public engagements with civil society, 

schools, ministries, the private sector, as well as religious and community organisations. The goal is to 

repel procurement fraud, stolen state assets, corruption so that, Guyanese of all walks of life, can be 

assured their roads, national patrimony, gold and other state assets are used for the betterment of all 

Guyanese.  

 



Finally, let me end by thanking you for publicizing the March through your timely response and public 

engagement on it. 

 
Best regards, 

 

 

 

………………………. 

Prof. Clive Thomas 

Director – State Assets Recovery Agency 

 


